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Mr. C.D. Wickramaratne 30.01.2023
Inspector General of Police,

Department of Police,

Police Headquarters

Colombo 01.

Inspector General of Police
Expediting investigations into threats received by the members of the Election Commission

First of all, we would like to express our gratitude to you for the prompt action taken to provide
protection to the members of the Election Commission who have received death threats.

But, regrettably no one has been arrested yet despite nearly 12 days having passed since this incident. So
much so, it may have become a source of ridicule for the person who made the threat. Even if he is making
the threat from being in a foreign country, it is clear that the culprit gets the support he needs in Sri Lanka.
The homes and vehicles of some Commissioners have been photographed and forwarded to them using
WhatsApp technology. This seems to have happened on several occasions. The information could easily be
detected by investigating how the phone connection used for transmitting the messages was paid for.

The Sri Lanka Police that comes under your jurisdiction is composed of experienced and high caliber
criminal investigators. Also, in an era when extremely advanced technological devices are used for
detection of crimes, the delay in arresting criminals will invariably pose a serious threat to the members of
the Election Commission and also it will become a hindrance for them in carrying out their work freely.
Delaying these investigations particularly in an atmosphere where the government is alleged to be trying to
prevent the election might be a reason for the breakdown of public confidence in the election process ; and
it will also lead to damage the reputation and the goodwill of the police department, which is endowed with
a considerable number of competent investigation officers who have earned a very high reputation in
criminal investigation process.

Therefore, we kindly request you to pay your special attention to this matter and conduct the relevant
investigations promptly.

hank you
Rohana Hettiarachchi
Executive Director
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